
You made it! You have completed all the courses necessary to be able to bareboat charter with 
Spinnaker Sailing. Our goal is to help you learn at a reasonable pace and enjoy your time on the 
water with family and friends safely. Make sure you take the time to teach them well. You’ll build 
great crew and better friends too! Here is some VERY important information that will help you on 
your first Bareboat Charter. PLEASE READ THIS, Sign and return! 

✓ Bareboat Charter: You take full ownership of the boat while it is in your possession, so if anything 
happens to the vessel you are 100% responsible no matter what. If the keel falls off the boat, it’s 
your fault. i you are uncomfortable with this you’ll have to buy your own boat.  

✓  Youtube on The Suzuki 2.5 hp  https://youtu.be/QKsO-Eogk90?t=445  < < WATCH THIS 

✓    Engine checklist. 1. Check Deadman Switch (reinstall to be sure the switch is ‘engine on’) 2. Fuel 
On? 3. Tank Vent Open? 4. Engine in Neutral? 5. Choke off for 1st pull, then choke on. Once the 
engine is running make sure it’s cooling (peeing out the rear). Make 100% certain you turn off 
fuel valve and close the vent before raising the motor otherwise you will leak gasoline into the 
Bay, a $2500 fine for you to pay. The USCG WILL cite you.  

✓    Your First Bareboat MUST be on a Andrew’s 21 and start at 9am sharp. Every time you change 
boat classification (ie; Santana 22 or Santa Cruz 27) you must start that charter at 9am.   Checkout 
form MUST be filled out fully and accurately and dropped at the office PRIOR to leaving the 
harbor. If you don’t the USCG is likely to come looking for you. Make sure you list where you will 
be sailing, who’s aboard (full names) and all the weather/tide info! You don’t want to have 18 yo’s 
with guns and absolute power boarding your boat. Checkin form be filled out fully and returned at 
the end of your charter with the keys to the mailbox next to the front door.  

✓  Always Remember to Sail with the Current, Not Against it. If it will be ebbing in the afternoon, sail 
towards the South Bay so you can come home with the tide, versus fight it. Remember, there can be 
upwards of 4 knots of current on SF Bay. Maximum speed of an Andrew’s 21 is 4.5 knots!  

✓  You Must Stay South of the Bay Bridge on your First 5 Charters. No Exceptions. If you are seen 
North of the Bay Bridge you will be operating without insurance and fully liable for the boat and 
any injuries.  

✓  Boat MUST be brought back 1 hour Prior to Sunset. There are no running lights on your boat and 
the Coast Guard will issue you a citation for not having running lights. The citation will be yours to 
pay.  

✓ We provide enough fuel to motor in/out of the Harbor (only 30 mins) otherwise you should be 
sailing, the motors are not designed to run for long periods of time. Remember 20% of the 
horsepower (and fuel economy) gets you 80% of the boats speed. The rest of the horsepower is just 
wasted fuel.  

✓  Only in Emergencies where you are not able to sail the vessel, you may call Vessel Assist but note 
there WILL be a charge and Spinnaker is not responsible for this. 1(800) 367-8222. Make sure you 
tell Vessel Assist you are a charterer, otherwise you are liable for impound recovery fees ($$$) 

Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ____________ 

40 Pier, Suite 4, South Beach Harbor (next to Oracle Ballpark) San Francisco, CA 94107     
415-543-7333       www.spinnaker-sailing.com

http://www.spinnaker-sailing.com
https://youtu.be/QKsO-Eogk90?t=445

